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fulfilment of more conditions than we actually did* As one of the
terms we could have demanded an inquiry into^ the allegations
about the coercive measures adopted by the Government while
collecting the revenues. But we did not make such a demand
and that was Vallabhbhai's generosity. A satyagrahi is satisfied
if he gets the essential thing, he is not greedy or obstinate about
other things.
What should we do now? We should make this celebration
an occasion for self-examination. Those volunteers who had come
here only for the struggle and had intended to go back when
it was over should do so. But those who are not bound to go
and who have impressed Vallabhbhai should stay here and should
know that they are fit for doing this work only. This work will
test their worth.
FIGHTING NOT THE ONLY WORK
You are labouring under a great delusion if you think that
fighting by itself will bring swaraj. Let me tell you that even
veteran warriors, men of the sword, do not make fighting the sole
concern of their lives. Garibaldi was a great Italian General, but
he drove the plough and tilled the soil just like an ordinary
peasant whenever he could get respite from fighting. Again,
what was Botha, the South African General? A farmer among
farmers, like any in Bardoli. A great keeper of sheep as he was,
his flock numbered forty thousand. As a judge of sheep he could
hold his own against any expert and even won a diploma for sheep-
keeping. Although he won laurels as a General, fighting occupied
a very small part of his life which was mostly devoted to peaceful
constructive pursuits. He thus showed constructive talent of no
mean order. And General Smuts ? He was not merely a disting-
uished General, but a lawyer by profession, being at one time the
Attorney-General of South Africa, and an excellent farmer to
boot. He has an extensive farm near Pretoria and his fruit orchard
is among the finest in South Africa. All these are instances of
men who though they made their mark in the world as Generals
were none the less keerily alive to the value and importance of
steady constructive work.
South Africa was not from the very first the rich, prosperous
country that it is today. When the colonists arrived there, they
found before them an undeveloped country. They cleared the
waste and established a prosperous colony on it. Do you think they
did it by mere dint of fighting? No. The development was the
result of patient constructive labour. Will you follow Vallabh-